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Dear Mr Cooke, 
 
As Rector of St James Church and Rural Dean of Poole and North Bournemouth I 
would like to represent the views of the local Anglican clergy and particularly 
comment on the proposals concerning the homeless in the consultation for the 
Public Spaces Protection Order.   
 
The issue of homelessness is extremely multi-faceted. People find themselves 
homeless and continue to be homeless for a huge variety and complicated set of 
reasons. Issues of mental health and addiction often play a part in this along with 
domestic violence perpetrated by both men and women.   The homeless are 
incredibly vulnerable when they are out sleeping rough and are often victims of 
violence against them.  
 
The Churches in Poole have for many years worked together in supporting the work 
of the charity Routes to Roots and also the Soup kitchen for the homeless. As such 
they represent a key part of the provision locally for the homeless which takes place 
within the central town area either at Skinner Street URC or under the arches by the 
station.  To have a policy of moving homeless on out of this local area will curtail 
their access to this valuable resource for them. The soup kitchens do not start until 
8pm which gives little time for the users of this resource to move to an area out of 
the PSPO area.  
 
The provision of the proposed PSPO appears to put our most vulnerable members of 
our society at more risk and seems to show a lack of compassion in our community.  
On Thursday 31st August I attended a drop in at Routes to Roots to canvas opinion 
from those rough sleepers who use this service. I was deeply troubled by their 
response. One individual said clearly to me that this proposal made him feel like a 
“non person”. At this drop in I asked questions and would like to present some of the 
answers as bullet points below. 
 
How difficult will this PSPO make your life?. 
• Really difficult – as I am from Poole I need to stay in Poole to get housed 

eventually. 
• Routes to Roots is a lifeline for me I can’t afford to feed myself otherwise 
• I need to stay in Poole to see my children (victim of Domestic Violence) 



• This points to a two-tiered system which is all about perception, they are not 
going to move on nice middle class people with a glass of wine on a picnic rug 
in the park but will someone like me with a can 

 
Where would you go if the PSPO comes into force? 
• I may go to Oakdale 
• This is just pushing the problem somewhere else 
• I will refuse to move as I have been a resident of Poole for the last 30 years 
• Wherever I go I will be less safe as I will immediately stick out 
 
Any other comments? 
• It is important to realise that a lot of people who drink and beg on the streets 

are not homeless and don’t’ use the resources such as Routes to Roots.. we 
don’t need to be because there are enough resources from the Charity side 
for food. 

• There is a perception that everyone who is not homeless is not working, that 
is not the case and some of us try hard to continue to work 

• This is taking away our human rights 
• This shows a lack of compassion in our society. 
 
As these comments show that for those who will be most affected by the PSPO the 
implementation of it will have a detrimental effect on their ability to get help and 
services. The work of Routes to Roots is vital for this group of individuals as it not 
only provides food and clothing but has drop ins from the community mental health 
team, the addiction team, the St Mungos Outreach team as well as routine blood 
testing for Hepatitis.   
 
The introduction of this PSPO is on an agenda of moving the problem out of central 
Poole and therefore into other areas.  This is against advice from the Local 
Government Association about PSPOs which says: 
“Notwithstanding the requirements outlined above, when defining the area 
restrictions should cover, consideration should be given as to whether prohibitions in 
one area will displace the problem behaviour elsewhere, or into a neighbouring 
authority.” 
 
I would urge the Borough of Poole to be more compassionate in considering the 
implementation of this PSPO concerning the homeless/rough sleepers in the centre 
of Poole.  By blanketly targeting one group of individulas for anti-social behaviour we 
have yet again affected the most vulnerable in our society without offering any 
solution to their problems.  I was very struck by this quote on the introduction of such 
orders by John Harris in the Guardian in March 2016 
The answer to that is simple enough: whatever your intentions, once you start 
blankly criminalising people who need serious and wide-ranging help, you surely risk 
shutting down any argument for that kind of assistance ever returning.  
Here, though, is perhaps the most awful aspect of what’s happening. If the official 
attitude to people who sleep on the streets looks like cold contempt, we shouldn’t be 
all that surprised if that is reflected not just in public indifference and hostility, but in 
outright acts of inhumanity. 
 



I would be very happy if you would like to contact me to discuss this with me further. 
Please note I will be forwarding a copy of this letter to both our MP Mr Robert Syms 
and the editor of the Bournemouth Echo. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
LJ Holt  
 
Revd Lucy Holt 
Rector St James Poole 
Rural Dean Poole and North Bournemouth Deanery 
 


